
ANCHORAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 

 
 
ASD MEMORANDUM #152 (2009-2010) December 14, 2009 
 
 
TO:  SCHOOL BOARD 
 
FROM: OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
 
SUBJECT: RILKE SCHULE GERMAN SCHOOL OF ARTS & SCIENCES 

CHARTER RENEWAL APPLICATION 
 
ASD Goal:  All students will graduate from high school college and career ready. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is the Administration’s recommendation that the School Board approve the 
renewal of the charter for Rilke Schule German School of Arts & Sciences for an 
additional ten years, chartering the school through the 2019-2020 school year. 
 
PERTINENT FACTS: 
 
Anchorage School Board charter school policy and Alaska Department of 
Education regulations regarding charter schools require charter schools to 
reapply for approval to their charters within 12 months of the expiration date of 
the charter.  The charter for Rilke Schule German School of Arts & Sciences will 
expire June 30, 2010.  They are subsequently reapplying to the Anchorage School 
Board and the Alaska Board of Education and Early Development for a ten year 
renewal of their charter. This renewal policy requires the school apply using the 
same 21 areas of consideration listed in School Board Policy 333.5.  School Board 
Policy 333.5 on charter school applications states: 

“A charter school application must include the following information in writing: 
Name of the charter school; Name, address, and telephone number of a 
designated contact person to act for the charter school applicants; Provisions for 
an Academic Policy Committee; Description of Organizational Structure; 
Description of the Educational Program; Admission Policies and Procedures; 
Administrative Policies; Funding Allocation and Annual Program Budget; 
Method by Which the Charter School Shall Account for Receipts and 
Expenditures; Location and Description of the Facility; Teachers/Administrators 
in the Charter School; Other Staff in the Charter School; Pupil-Teacher Ratio; 



Number of Students Served; Transportation; Food Service; The Term of the 
Contract; A Termination Clause; Certification of Compliance for Receipt and Use 
of Public Money; State Requirements; and Other Requirements or Exemptions.” 
 
Rilke Schule German School of Arts & Sciences is a K-8 school of choice in the 
Anchorage School District.  Their educational program is intended to provide an 
outstanding education focused on high academic achievement by engaging each 
child through an enriched language curriculum taught primarily in German.  
Their teaching focus is on language, arts, and sciences, fostering creative 
expression through drama, arts, music, and sports.  With the support of parents 
and the extended family, Rilke Schule German School of Arts & Sciences creates 
a community which is immersed in the German culture and promotes 
international awareness.  
 
The original charter was approved for three years beginning July 1, 2007.  
Because of delays in remodeling their permanent school site, the school opened 
at a temporary site at Change Point Church.  After extensive renovation was 
complete, they were able to move into their permanent location on International 
Airport Road for the last quarter of that school year. 
 
Rilke Schule German School of Arts & Sciences has proven to be a very popular 
program, and their enrollment has soared from an average of 200 students in the 
fall of 2008 to over 270 currently.  With emphasis placed on recruiting primary 
students, they now have four kindergartens, two first, and two second grades.  
This growth is causing them to look closely at other facility options for the 
future.  They have added new staff members and continue to face the challenge 
of finding certificated German speakers with native or near-native abilities, since 
half of each day is taught in English and the other half is taught using the 
German language.  The school currently has a total of 13 classrooms, grades K-8. 
 
The principal, Crystal Wrabetz, has been there since the start, and she has done a 
great job of leading the school in partnership with their committed Academic 
Policy Committee, which still includes two of the founding board members.  The 
Rilke Schule Verein (RSV) is their parent/teacher organization that assists the 
school by volunteering, sponsoring fundraisers, and other community activities.  
These tireless supporters volunteered more than 6,000 hours at the school in 
2008-2009. 
 
Rilke Schule has made AYP both years, but continues to use assessment data to 
determine areas in which to improve.  Students have been placed in level-
appropriate math classes, and small group instruction is provided for students at 
all levels. “Academic Boot Camp” and after-hours tutoring are also available for 
students. 
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The following are among the various successful activities they offer:  free 
German language tutorial service is provided to students new to the immersion 
program; weekly advanced language practice is held for more advanced German 
speakers; two German-immersion summer camps have been held for both new 
and returning students; and many German cultural events have been celebrated 
since the school opened.  They have also built robots, gone on many field trips, 
sponsored a drama club, held a science fair, and continue to offer school band 
instruction. 
 
Rilke Schule is something to be very proud of; the school is a success in every 
way.  The founders continue to be a part of the school and help to make it a very 
special place for children.  It will be a pleasure to see it continue to grow and 
flourish in the future. 
 
The Administration of the Anchorage School District recommends that the 
Anchorage School Board renew Rilke Schule German School of Arts & Sciences 
charter for an additional ten years under the terms of Anchorage School Board 
Policy, Alaska State Statutes regarding charter schools, and the Alaska 
Department of Education regulations for charter schools. 
 
CC/EG/MM 
 
Attachment 
 
Prepared by: Mary Meade-Olberding, Supervisor, Charter Schools 
 
Approved by: Ed Graff, Assistant Superintendent, Instruction 
































































































































































































































































































































